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Welcome

Welcome to the 15th JDC Family Court Intervention (FCI) “Kid’s First” program.  FCI is a special program designed to help you and your family overcome the obstacles you are now facing and cope with the changes in your family dynamics. We want you and your children to become more stable and have healthy communication skills for the years ahead. To reach that goal, this program will support you in making better decisions regarding parenting and substance use. The components of this program are suited to fit your individual needs and they may include: evaluation and assessment, education classes, substance abuse treatment, frequent drug testing, and monthly judicial monitoring.  This program is designed to hold you accountable to change and will work through incentives and sanctions that will help provide the motivation you need to stabilize your family.

We hope that by working together, we can help you build a better life for yourself and your children! 

Mission Statement
The mission of the 15th JDC Family Court Intervention “Kids First” program is to provide judicial accountability and comprehensive treatment services allowing parents going through family transitions the opportunity for long-term sobriety so they may concentrate on the well-being of their children.

Program Goals
· This program is designed to give you the skills necessary to keep your family stable and healthy during this difficult transition.

· This program will quickly link you to the treatment services best suited to your needs, including, but not limited to: substance abuse counseling, parenting and nurturing skills, life skills, and any other services that are appropriate.
· This program allows you the opportunity to prove to the court you are remaining substance free by frequent drug testing.
· This program provides you with increased visitation with your children if you are staying sober and living a healthy lifestyle. 

15th JDC Family Court Intervention Team
· Judges
· Hearing Officers

· Family Attorneys

· Program Coordinator

· Treatment Provider

· Licensed Addictions Counselors

· Licensed Clinical Social Workers
· Ancillary Services, as needed

· Parenting and Nurturing Professionals

· Job Readiness Trainer
Program Rules
1. Attend all ordered appointments and treatment sessions. This includes drug testing, assessment and monitoring appointments. After your assessment, recommendations will be made to the court regarding treatment. This may include inpatient, outpatient, individual and group counseling, educational sessions, parenting classes, and support group meetings. If you are unable to attend a scheduled session, you must contact the treatment provider 24 hours before a session is missed. If you miss any appointments without proper notice, you will be charged for a missed appointment. 

2. Attend all court hearings. If you are unable to be present in court, you must contact the FCI Coordinator. Having an unexcused absence from court can result in sanctions, and possibly a bench warrant for your arrest.

3. Attend all visitations. If you are unable to make your scheduled visitations, you must contact the other party within 24 hours.

4. Be on time. If you are late for court, treatment, or other FCI related obligations, you may be subject to sanctions. 

5. Do not use or possess any drugs or alcohol. Sobriety is one of the main goals of this program. Maintaining a substance-free lifestyle is very important to your children and will determine the custody judgment with the court.

6. Must sign consent to exchange information. The goal of the FCI team is to work together to help you become a healthy parent. We must be able to communicate with each other about your specific needs to accomplish this goal.

7. Maintain confidentiality in all Family Court Intervention Court activities. 
Incentives

If you do well in the program and follow all the rules, you will be rewarded with incentives. 

What is an Incentive? 
An “incentive” is an acknowledgment by the Court that you have reached a milestone or accomplished a specific achievement. Incentives can be supervision restrictions being lifted and increased visitation with your children.

Why are Incentives given? 
It is important to acknowledge achievements and progress in some tangible way. Receiving incentives can build self-esteem and help you set the stage for continued progress. 

Are Incentives the same for everyone? 
Since every case is a little different, the Judge and/or Hearing Officer decides which incentive is most appropriate for each case. 

Sanctions

Just as it is important to recognize progress, it is also important to receive consequences for negative behavior. The Court will impose “sanctions” on you if you do not comply with the rules, helping you learn there are consequences for your actions. 

What is a sanction? 
A “sanction” is a response to a rule violation or program non-compliance.   Visitation may continue to be supervised, visitation may be suspended, and you may be assessed with fines or sentenced to jail time if found in contempt.   

Are Sanctions the same for everyone? 
The FCI team will provide the court of any missed screens, positive screens, and/ or non-compliance notice received by the treatment provider.  The court will order you back for a hearing on its own motion. The Judge will determine what sanction will be imposed.

Confidentiality 
Any information regarding the FCI participants is bound by Part 2 of Title 42 of the Code of Federal Regulations, which governs the confidentiality of substance abuse patient records.  
Family Court Intervention Records

FCI files are established separately from all other Specialty Court cases. The FCI Coordinator maintains the program’s court files, which are stored in a locked facility to be accessed by FCI Team Members only. 
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