F.I.S.T. Eligibility


The 15th JDC FIST Drug Treatment Court Program targets adult defendants. The following offenders are eligible for Drug Court:

1. All offenders who are admitted to the 15th JDC FIST Drug Court program are in accordance with the violent offenders prohibition as defined by Title I, Subchapter XII-J of the Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act as amended, 42 U.S.C. 3796 ii et. Seq.

2. Non-violent probation eligible defendants convicted of felony drug charges and other non-violent criminal offenses that occurred while defendants were involved in or stemming from substance abuse.

The District Attorney’s Office conducts the initial screening to determine possible eligibility based on the above criteria. The assistant district attorney assigned to drug court reviews the arrest affidavits and checks criminal histories to determine eligibility.  The assistant district attorney promptly advises the drug court program manager once he determines a defendant’s eligibility.  The Clinical Supervisor conducts or assigns a counselor to conduct a screening to determine program suitability.  The Substance Abuse Counselor promptly advises the defendant of the results, and requests a waiver of confidentiality in order to present that information to the prosecutor and defense attorney.  

The prosecutor reviews each case and makes plea/participation offers in accordance with the district attorney’s policy.  The FIST Drug Court program includes the following special conditions of probation:

· Satisfactory completion of, and payment for, Drug Treatment/Education

· Drug Testing (initially four per week)

· Drug Court Status Conferences (initially weekly)

· 160 hours of Community Service

· Restitution (if appropriate)

· GED (if appropriate)

· Employment

· Fine, Court Cost, IDO Fee, and Probation Supervision Fee (if appropriate)

The assistant district attorney shares the case information with the defense attorney. The defense attorney reviews the case file, then contacts the accused and explains the drug court treatment program to the defendant to determine if the offender wishes to plead guilty to the charges and be sentenced to the program. All participants volunteer to participate in the FIST Drug Court Program.  The presiding judge makes the final decision on acceptance into the program.  
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