Chapter 24.  SCHEDULING HEARINGS AND TRIALS; ORDER OF BUSINESS

Rule 24.0.  Scheduling Hearing; Scheduling Trials

All parties must have actual notice not less than 10 days before trial of a rule or on the merits, unless a shorter period of time is provided by law.
 

A matter may be set for trial by either party, after all issues are joined.  Counsel shall not submit a motion to set for trial without first making a good faith attempt to reach a mutual agreement with opposing counsel for the date of trial, and for such scheduling order as the parties may agree upon.  In such event where mutual agreement is reached, the proposed trial date and scheduling order shall be submitted to the Court for approval.

 

In the event the parties cannot agree regarding a date for trial and/or the appropriate or necessary scheduling order, either party may submit to the Court a Motion to Set for Trial and Request for Issuance of Scheduling Order.  The matter may be set for status conference which, at the judge’s discretion may be conducted by telephone for the purpose of choosing a trial date, determining an appropriate scheduling order for such matters as amendment of pleadings, discovery cut-off, exchange of witness and exhibit lists and such other matters as the Court may determine or require within its discretion.

 

Notice of the scheduled trial date and any pertinent scheduling orders shall be mailed by the clerk of court to all counsel of record or unrepresented parties.

 

In the event a matter that may be heard as a summary proceeding on rule day requires, or either party anticipates it shall require, the use of extensive witness testimony and/or introduction of exhibits, either party may request that the matter be set for trial on the Court’s regular merits docket.  The determination of whether such matter shall be set for trial in such manner and the issuance of pertinent pre-trial scheduling orders shall be conducted in the same fashion as set forth above.

 

In any event, in any matter in which witnesses are expected to testify or exhibits introduced, the moving party and/or plaintiff shall provide a witness and exhibit list to opposing counsel seven (7) days prior to the scheduled hearing or trial.  The Defending party shall provide a witness and exhibit list to the opposing party no less than five (5) days prior to trial.

 

Upon a showing of good cause, with mutual consent, hearings before the Court in divorce proceedings may be held in chambers.

